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curiosity will always provide a more permanent
occupation than the contemplation of the universe
in the Platonic manner. Many years ago I dreamed
that I met the First Person of the Trinity. The
meeting was quite unexpected, and I naturally
waited for Him to speak first. I was much gratified
when He addressed me and asked if He could oblige
me in any way. I then expressed my great pleasure
at the opportunity which I now had for the first
time of inquiring why and how He had created the
world and everything on it as well as the universe,
and what was the purpose of the whole scheme. In
short, I put before Him what in Oxford used to be
called the theme of the weekly essay at Balliol,
namely, " The World, its Past History, its Present
Condition, and Future Prospects." The information
was, however, refused. I was told that nothing
could be more cruel to me than to know what I had
asked to know since I should then have nothing left
to think about and should therefore, after a certain
interval of time, desire annihilation owing to sheer
vacuity of mind. This little piece of direct personal
revelation to myself may well be commended as an
impressive warning to thosfe who believe in an
eternity of contemplating nothing but the glories of
heaven.

(c) I now come to the attitude which is (I think)
most characteristic of the modern world. When
Voltaire preached the doctrine " Cultivate your
garden " he no doubt meant that we should exercise
our faculties for practical ends without bothering
too much about any ultimate result. Obviously,
however, we cannot exercise our faculties to much